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I. Introduction
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Invasive plants in Belgium

Data from HARMONIA database (http://ias.biodiversity.be) 

Cotoneaster horizontalis

Fallopia spp.

Heracleum 
manteggazianum

Impatiens glandulifera

Spiraea spp.

Acer 
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Impatiens glandulifera
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A 3

A 3

Acer rufinerve

B 1



  

Strategy

> Attenuation

> Prevention

> Eradication

> Containment

Guidelines :
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II. Management tests

Methodology

Step 2 : Tests implementation

Selection :

Study site

Management 
technique

I. 
glandulifera

Fallopia spp. A. rufinerve

Cutting
Manual pulling out
Mechanical pulling 
out

6 1 
(9 plots)

3 years

2
5

3 years 15 months

Manual pulling 
out
Cutting

Cutting
Cutting with 
plantations,
with or without 
tarpaulin
Pulverisation, 
injection 

Assessment of efficiency, costs and output

Management :

Duration

Monitoring
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- Herbaceous, annual

- Widespread in Belgium

- Habitat preference : 
riverbanks



  

- Time consuming but technically 
easy

- Techniques : cutting and/or 
pulling out

- Period : mid June – mid July

- Management frequency : 3 times 
/ year
 
- Duration : 2 to 3 years

Himalayan balsam – Management tests



  

- Time consuming but technically 
easy

- Techniques : cutting and/or 
pulling out

- Period : mid June – mid July

- Management frequency : 3/year
 
- Duration : 2 to 3 years

Himalayan balsam – Management tests
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Himalayan balsam – Management tests
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- Herbaceous

- Rhizomateous

- Widespread in Belgium

- Habitat preference : disturbed soils



  



  

03/200
7

Planting

Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) – Management 
tests

2006

Ex : Repeated cutting combined with plantations (Salix viminalis)

Cutting Fallopia stems 
from July to October

09/200707/200
8

Cutting Fallopia 
regrowths
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7

Plantation

Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) – Management 
tests

2006

Ex : Repeated cutting combined with plantations (Salix viminalis)

Cutting Fallopia stems 
from July to October

09/2007

Conclusions :

- Time consuming and difficult

- Expensive : ± 2250 € / 100 m 2

- Efficiency : results in June 2009

- Rhizomes still active underground

Very difficult to eradicate with mechanical 

methods

… chemical tests in progress …



  



  

391 ha 
60-70 ha invaded
Data from Rafalowicz, 2009

DESCRIPTION

- Tree native from Japan

- Voluntary planted

- Population expansion

- Re-sprouting ability

- High survival rate after 

cutting



  

Manual pulling out
3 replicates

Mechanical pulling out
3 replicates

Mechanical cutting
3 replicates



  



  

… Assessment in progress …



  

http://www.fsagx.ac.be/ec/gestioninvasives/pages/accueil.htm

Were is the information ?



  

Identification guide

Management guide

Descriptive sheets

Were is the information ?
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